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By Aleksandra

Kulczvga

The Gazette

A
lexandria Chevy’s
record sales in re-
cent months have

made them a bright spot in
the business news. While the
national auto industry is in
a state of upheaval, Alexan-
dria Chevy sold 200 cars in
January, and February
looked even better. Their
story reflects the general
positive trend in Mount
Vernon. The dealership,
owned by John Herrity, was
named new business of the
year in 2008 by the Mt.
Vernon-Lee Chamber of
Commerce.

“Things are not that bad,
people are just afraid, and
most of it is because of the
media,” said Herrity em-
phatically. He claims the se-
cret of his success is in con-
necting personally with the

community. Herrity is often found
meeting people at various func-
tions and developing relation-
ships.

As a business owner, Herrity
considers part of his job is to
educate and reassure consum-
ers. Often he finds himself ex-
plaining that contrary to what
they might believe, loans are
available, interest rates are low,
and now is a great time to buy.

Small manufacturers like
Mike Bouchery’s Vinyl Lite Win-
dow Factory also have their role
to play in the community.
Bouchery is worried about local
businesses being hurt by people
shopping outside their communi-
ties, or ordering goods online. “It’s

not about the relationships any-
more, and that hurts the com-
munities,” says Bouchery.

Small business owners every-
where understand the impor-
tance of buying local to help
maintain high quality commu-
nities. “People don’t realize how
much energy it costs to ship
something you order via the
internet. If people want to help
the environment and help their
local communities the best
thing to do is buy local,” said
Bouchery.

FOR COMMUNITY MEM-
BERS, there is a symbiotic re-
lationship between where they

Alexandria Chevy owner John Herrity sees small busi-
nesses’ role as reassuring consumers who are afraid of
the economy because of the media.

Small businesses support community
and ask for community support in return.

Thriving Along Route 1

T
he Fairfax County Police officer involved in
a fatal car collision last year has resigned
from the department. Police confirmed the res-

ignation of Amanda Perry on Monday, March 16 but
declined comment on the reason for her resignation.

On Feb. 12, 2008, Perry was driving her police
cruiser northbound on Richmond Highway where the
road intersects with Boswell Avenue in response to
a reported fight when she collided with a car driven
by Ashley McIntosh, 33, of Fairfax County, ejecting
McIntosh from the vehicle and killing her. Perry was
charged with criminal reckless driving but acquit-
ted. She was later assigned to a desk job within the

police department. According to evidence from her
criminal trial, Perry was driving with her emergency
lights on but her siren off at the time of the incident,
and the Virginia General Assembly is currently weigh-
ing a bill dubbed “Ashley’s Law” that would require
emergency responders to utilize both lights and si-
rens when passing through intersections while re-
sponding to emergency calls.

The family for McIntosh subsequently pursued a
$6 million civil suit specifically against Perry, not the
police department, which attorney Thomas J. Curcio
said is currently in the discovery phase with no trial
date set as of yet.

Officer Involved in Fatal Collision Resigns

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette

J
unior wide receiver
Shawn Lee would love
for some highlight-reel
catch or a game-win-

ning touchdown to be his lasting
memory of West Potomac’s Jeffrey
Dietze Stadium field. Instead, the
first thought that comes to his
mind is a game against Hayfield
last fall, where using the words
field and grass would have been a
gross inaccuracy.

“The field was completely mud,”
recalled Lee. “You could barely
run.”

It hasn’t gotten much better this
spring, where just two weeks ago
during West Potomac’s annual la-
crosse showdown with Mount
Vernon, a few players tripped en
route to the sidelines because

there was so much uneven terrain
in their way.

In the next few weeks, though,
those associated with West
Potomac athletics hope those hor-
ror stories are a thing of the past.
Beginning this Friday with a fund-
raising event at Mount Vernon
Country Club, the department of
student activities and the West
Potomac booster club are spear-
heading a joint campaign to raise
$27,000 to install Bermuda grass
in the stadium for next fall.

It is one of several fund-raising
efforts that director of student ac-
tivities Aaron Helmick hopes will
give West Potomac’s athletes a
field they can be proud of.

“We’re playing on a dirt pile
right now,” said Helmick. “Our
kids feel they deserve what other
schools have, so I’m trying to get

The West Potomac High School booster club is trying to
raise $27,000 to replace the current field at Jeffrey Dietze
Stadium with Bermuda grass. The field has had numerous
irrigation and drainage problems over the years.
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School’s booster club is waging
fund-raising effort for new field.

West Potomac’s
Field of Nightmares

“People need to be
reassured that
things are OK in our
local community.”

— John Herrity,
owner, Alexandria Chevy
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News

See Gala,  Page 9

Firefighters Respond
To Vacant House Fire

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department units responded to
a reported outside fire, extending to a house Monday, March 9, at
approximately 9 p.m., in the Alexandria area of Fairfax County.
The home is located at 4001 David Lane.

Firefighters encountered heavy smoke and fire coming from
several sides of the single-family, two-story home upon arrival.
Firefighters brought the fire under control in approximately 20 min-
utes. No one was residing in the home. There were no injuries.

Damage is estimated at $180,000.
The fire is under investigation.

Former Boyfriend
Charged in Abduction

A 22-year-old Alexandria-area woman called police to report
she had just escaped from her home where she was being held
against her will by an ex-boyfriend.

On Sunday, March 22, just after 11 a.m. police responded to
the 6300 block of Moon Place. The victim reported the suspect
had entered her home through a broken window and held a
kitchen knife to her throat. The victim attempted to escape but
was stopped and assaulted by the suspect. The victim later es-
caped and was chased by the suspect who pointed a gun at her.
The victim was not injured.

Police observed the suspect’s vehicle leaving the scene where
they conducted a high-risk traffic stop. The suspect was taken
into custody and a BB gun was located inside the vehicle. He was
transported to the Fairfax County Adult Detention Center where
he was changed with burglary, abduction, assault and brandish-
ing a firearm.

Pedestrian Injured
In Hit-and-Run Crash

On Sunday, March 8, at about 8:10 p.m., police responded to a
report of a person lying in the roadway at Silver Lake Boulevard
and Interparcel Road. An investigation revealed that the victim,
an 80-year-old Alexandria-area woman had been walking west
on Interparcel Road crossing Silver Lake Boulevard in the cross-
walk when she was struck by an unknown vehicle. The striking
vehicle fled the scene, leaving her in the roadway.  The victim
was transported to INOVA Fairfax Hospital with life-threatening
injuries.

Anyone who may have witnessed the crash or may have been in
the area around the time of the crash is asked to contact police.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Crime Solvers by
phone at 1-866-411-TIPS/8477, e-mail at www.fairfaxcrime
solvers.org or text “TIP187” plus a message to CRIMES/274637
or call Fairfax County Police at 703-691-2131

Mount Vernon Man
Charged with Setting Fires

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department fire investigators
charged an 18-year-old Mount Vernon man with five felony charges
on March 4.

The man was charged for burning or destruction of vehicle val-
ued over $200 (Class 4 Felony, Virginia Code 18.2-81) and use of
fire bomb materials (Class 5 Felony, Virginia Code 18.2-85) in a
Jan. 16, 2009 car fire on 1006 Priscilla Lane.

He was also charged with attempting to maliciously burn an
occupied dwelling (Class 4 Felony, Virginia Code 18.2-77), burn-
ing or destruction of household items involving property valued
greater than $200 (Class 4 Felony, Virginia Code 18.2-81), and
for malicious setting of fire to materials capable of spreading (Class
6 Felony, Virginia Code 18.2-86), March 4, 2009, in connection
with an outside fire also at 1006 Priscilla Lane.

There were no injuries in either incident. Damage estimate for
the car fire was $2,000

Week in Mount Vernon

Photos by Dr. Anne McCracken

Mount Vernon High School students and Principal Nardos King gather with special
guests Fran Drescher and Sarah Jones at the conclusion of the special Women’s
History Month program.

Speaking about
The Future
 Fran Drescher, star of the Nanny, and
Sarah Jones, a star of the Broadway
show “Bridge and Tunnel” and a
Helen Hayes Award recipient, speak
to 60 students at Mt. Vernon High
School last Friday as part of Women’s
History Month activities. The women
were two of the celebrities invited by
Michelle Obama to speak to students
at area schools about career goals
and achieving their dreams.

By Michael K. Bohn

For the Gazette

T
he Waynewood School
Parent Teachers Associa-
tion raffled and rocked at

its annual auction and gala March
20. More than 100 attendees
jammed the Cedar Knoll Inn on the
Parkway to bid on donated prizes
and activities. All proceeds benefit
the students at Waynewood
School.

“We raised over $10,000 after
expenses,” said auction chairper-
son Anita D’Antonio. We had great
prizes, including a beach house
weekend and a wine tasting tour.”
D’Antonio and another organizer,
Martha Caruuci, both remarked
about the spirited bidding for a
special offer from Waynewood
School’s music teacher, Ben
Reigner. He offered to compose a
song for a Waynewood student.
The competition was so great that
D’Antonio and Carucci awarded
the prize to three families when
“Mr. R” agreed to compose three
songs.

One of the auction participants,
Jillian Baxter, grew up around the

Rocking at Waynewood Fund-Raiser

Photo by Michael K. Bohn

The band “Close to Home” played at the auction. Five of
the six members live within blocks of Waynewood School.
From left: Mary Bowers, Jay McConville, Jim White, Lynne
White, and Mac McPherson. Not shown, Scott Davidow.
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YOU WANT QUALITY SERVICE
FROM A LOCAL AGENT

Chris Umbel
State Farm Agent

703-751-4404
We are open on Saturdays!

Hablamos Español
Visit Us at www.novainsure.com

State Farm Home Office Bloomington, IL State Farm.com

Auto • Home • Business • Life • Health

From Page 1

News

spend their money, and the qual-
ity of their neighborhoods they
live in. “If you want to have nice
amenities, you have to support
them,” said Jeff Todd, president
of the Mt. Vernon-Lee Chamber
of Commerce. “We have so many
great restaurants — Chevy’s,
TGIF, and landmarks like Mike’s
Italian Restaurant, which has
been thriving for 30 years.” Todd
urges community members to
patronize local businesses, which
will in turn attract more businesses in the future.

“We have to help small businesses in the area if
we expect to grow our community, and if we want
to provide all the first class amenities that residents
want to see,” said the chamber’s Executive Director
Holly Hicks Dougherty.

“Mount Vernon is a unique place, people move here
and they don’t leave. They live here for long periods
of time,” said Bouchery. Many local business own-
ers echo this sentiment and feel proud of their com-
munities and the quality of life that is afforded to all
residents. “The best thing about living here is all the
good, friendly neighbors who are always willing to
help out,” said Dougherty.

Unemployment in Fairfax County is at 3.7 percent,
much lower than the national rate of 8.1 percent. In
reality this means that not many people have lost
their jobs in the local area, and that everyone who
wants to be working is employed. “The local
economy here is doing well, there is so much that is
new and interesting,” said Herrity. “People need to
be reassured that things are OK in our local commu-
nity, and that there are many great bargains to be
had.” Most people’s lives in this area haven’t changed
dramatically as has occurred in other parts of the
county. “People here are just scared, but they don’t
have a reason to be,” said Boucher.

“We are very unique as a Chamber of Commerce
in that most of our business owners live in the area
as well. I think it says a lot that most locals choose
to live and work in the same neighborhood,” said
Dougherty. “I know in other Chambers of Commerce
it can be hard to have meetings in the evening be-
cause all the business owners leave at 5 p.m. to drive
elsewhere to where they live. Here, our business
owners are very involved in their communities be-
cause it’s personal. You couldn’t find a better group
of business owners anywhere.”

RESIDENTS NEED to support their local busi-
nesses, because these businesses in turn support the
local community. Jeff Todd, chamber president and

owner of Roy Rogers Restau-
rants, cites various programs that
the local businesses support.
“The people writing checks to
churches, local schools, and little
leagues are the small business
owners in the community,” said
Todd. “They really make an ef-
fort to give back.”

Todd recently offered to match
any bid at an auction raising
money for the Good Shepard
Housing Project. Meanwhile,
Herrity provides cars for various

causes from the Wounded Warrior Project to Ms. Vir-
ginia pageants. Bouchery works in support of the lo-
cal police force. The chamber itself gives scholarships
to local students who are pursuing degrees in a busi-
ness-related field. The reason these businesses have
the resources to give back to the community in such
a generous way is because local residents go out and
support them.

“I get the sense that it feels like the days after 9/11
when everyone was afraid to laugh. We have a simi-
lar situation now in that people are afraid to go out
and live their normal lives, shop and buy cars and
enjoy themselves,” said Herrity. The chamber and its
members are making an effort to tell the local resi-
dents that things are not as bad here as the national
news media would have them believe.

The chamber is also getting the word out that the
Route 1 revitalization is now in its home stretch. The
effort has largely been a success thanks to the mil-
lions of dollars of investment in development and
new businesses that have sprung up along the corri-
dor.

“There are a few parcels that still need to be devel-
oped, and there are a few traffic bottlenecks, Route
1 near Fort Belvoir being one, but it’s just the same
kind of traffic you would find anywhere in Northern
Virginia,” said Dougherty. Route 1 alone handles over
65,000 cars per day. “The point is investment is con-
tinuing and the services our residents are getting are
constantly improving.”

Fighting Economic Perceptions
“Here, our business
owners are very
involved in their
communities because
it’s personal.”

— Holly Hicks Dougherty,
executive director, Mt. Vernon-

Lee Chamber of Commerce

Upcoming Events
MT. VERNON-LEE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Table Top Expo - A Business to Business Opportunity
Thursday April 2, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
5111 Old Mill Road
Stars & Stripes Ball
Friday, April 17, 6:30pm
6023 Fort Hunt Road

For more information call the Chamber of Com-
merce at: 703-360-6925 or visit http://
www.mtvernon-leechamber.org/

that for them. I don’t think our kids have pride in
a contest that’s being played on that stadium field.”

IN REALITY, the current field could have been
much worse. In the spring of 2006, West Potomac
parent Tom Swinson had seen enough soccer and
lacrosse games ruined by the awful playing condi-
tions that he and a group of dedicated volunteers
decided to take matters into their own hands.

That season had been a particularly dry one and
the field had transformed from a playing surface to
a “dust bowl,” according to Swinson. So a group of
parents formed a committee and went to West

West Potomac’s Field of Nightmares
Potomac principal Rima Vesiland asking what they
could do.

They came to the decision that the booster club
would essentially adopt the field, taking away main-
tenance duties from the athletic department. In or-
der to do this legally, Swinson, a retired member of
the Air Force and part-time physical therapist, and
fellow booster club parent Paul Cooksey, applied to
become Fairfax County employees.

With the necessary paperwork done, Swinson was
paid $100 a year by the county and in return, he had
access to the field and county-owned equipment with
liability concerns out of the way.

From Page 1

See School,  Page 20
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For more information
www.RexReiley.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Is It Time To Make a Move!
Let Rex Handle Your Real Estate Needs

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

703-768-7730
Alex/Stratford on the Potomac

$549,900
8407 Blakiston  Lane

Lovely Contemporary, 3 level, Brick Split – 4BRs, 3BAs – across
from Little Hunting Creek in prestigious Stratford on the Potomac –
Refinished hdwd flrs, freshly painted, vaulted ceilings, lite & brite –
Updated baths, new carpeting in lower level – beautiful 2 tiered beck
overlooks a spectacular gas heated in-ground pool & spa.  Perfect
for entertaining.  Easy commute to Ft. Belvoir, Old Town, Reagan
Airport, D.C. or Pentagon.
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Great Falls $875,000
12134 Holly Knoll Circle

Scenic Waterfront Colonial in Great
Falls- 6BRs, 3.5BAs, formal dining
room w/fireplace, lovely remodeled
kitchen, screened porch & deck over-
looking stunning backyard w/koi
pond/waterfall & 170’ of scenic water-
front on 4 acre pond.  Library, new

hardwood floors, replacement windows, central vac, alarm, underground
sprinkler. Au-pair/in-law suite in fully finished walk-out basement w/2nd
kitchen & full bath.

Alex/Riverwood $775,000
9301 Old Mansion

Stunning Southern Colonial on quiet
wooded cul-de-sac backing to historical Mt.
Vernon Estate! Coveted waterfront commu-
nity, Riverwood is bordered by Mt. Vernon
Estate, Potomac River & prestigious
Washington Woods. Meticulous, single fam-

ily home offers 4BRs, 2.5BAs, family rm w/FPL off lg eat-in kitchen, spacious 2
car garage & lg  bsmt. Just completed –refinishing hdwd floors and repainting
interior.  You won’t find a better lot & location.  Easy commutes to Ft. Belvoir,
Reagan National Airport, D.C. & the Pentagon.

Alex/Mt.Vernon $574,900
9326 Craig Avenue

Large brick 5BR, 3BA split w/2 car
garage on a .4 acre in lovely Mt.
Vernon area w/lots of trees.  2 fire-
places, energy efficient replacement
windows, beautiful refinished hdwd
floors on main level, new carpeting,
landscaped fenced rear lot w/hugh deck

off sunroom addition, freshly painted interior & exterior.  Superbly
priced so renovate kitchen/baths to your desire.  Easy commute to Ft.
Belvoir, Alex, Old Town, DC/Pentagon.

Alex/Riverside Ests. $479,900
8426 Cherry Valley Lane

Large, lovely, 5BR, 3BA Split in popu-
lar Riverside Estates.  Riverside’s larg-
est split w/ 2 car garage.  Spacious FR
w/FPL & beautiful sun rm addition.
Neutral carpets over hdwd floors on
main lvl & upgraded berber on lower
lvl.  Kit remodeled in late 90s.

Professional landscaping. Great location – walk to Ele & High schools.
Easy commute to Ft. Belvoir, Hunting Metro & Alex, National Airport,
Pentagon & D.C.

Alex/ Pinewood Lake $275,000
4332 Birchlake Court

Beautifully updated 3/4 bedroom town
house w/2.5 baths.  Located on a quiet cul-
de-sac w/wonderful views of the lake.
Shows like a model – fresh-paint-newer car-
peting & light fixtures.  Meticulously main-
tained & great location by the lake.
Commuting minutes: Ft. Belvoir (5), Old
Town & Huntington Metro (12), Ntl Airport
(27) Pentagon & D.C. (32).

Alex/Stratford $599,000
2204 Londonderry Road

Immaculate, turn key, 3 lvl split that
shows like a model-Lg, bright, new
kitchen & eating area w/corian counter
tops. Refinished hdwd floors on main &
upper lvls. Updated baths-large private,
fenced back yard w/patio & 12x12 shed
matching house’s facade. Beautiful

paint on exterior & interior.  Perfect location-10 minutes to Ft. Belvoir,
or Old Town, Alex, 20 minutes to Reagan Ntl Airport & the Pentagon-all
along scenicGW Parkway.

S
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News

Noodles & Company, the noodle restaurant that
serves a balanced menu of freshly sautéed Asian,
Mediterranean and American cuisine, will open its
second Alexandria restaurant and 13th location  in
Virginia on Friday, April 3 at 11 a.m. The restaurant
is located at 7702 Richmond Highway in Mt. Vernon
Plaza.

As part of its grand opening celebration, Noodles
& Company will host a pre-opening fund-raiser on
Thursday, April 2 to benefit West Potomac High

School. From 5 to 8 p.m., 100 percent of sales will
be used to support two major West Potomac High
School projects: an instructional Leadership Confer-
ence program and a beautification project for the
school.

Noodles & Company is open Sunday through
Wednesday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Thursday through
Saturday 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Guests may reach the
new Noodles & Company by calling 703-718-2126
or faxing 703-718-2128.

Restaurant Grand Opening To Benefit WPHS

By Dean Shute

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

volunteer

W
hen the United
Community Min-
istries (UCM) an
nounced that it

fed as many people in the month
of January 2009 as it fed in all of
2007, the Mt. Vernon community
mobilized to help. With the sup-
port of St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church’s Outreach Committee,
more than 40 Mt. Vernon commu-
nity volunteers, and the donations
of thousands of families, the
Neighbors Helping Neighbors
Food Drive for UCM was launched.

More than 40 community volun-
teers coordinated a food drive in
each of their own neighborhoods
to collect food for the UCM food
pantry on Fordson Road. These
volunteers collected over 2,500
pounds of canned food from more
than 130 streets and neighbor-
hoods in the Mt. Vernon area.

St. Luke’s church offered its
narthex to hold the food while it
was being collected and waited to
be delivered. After a few weeks,
the furniture in the room had to
be removed to accommodate the
large amount of food collected.

When asked about the benevo-

lence of the community, the Rev.
Tuck Bowerfind, St. Luke’s Episco-
pal Church Rector said, “The great
help from the community made it
possible. It shows that when we
as a community recognize a real
need we can do amazing things.”

Following the 10 a.m. service on
Sunday, March 1, the collected
food was delivered to UCM in
seven filled trucks and cars. An
additional five car-loads of food
were delivered directly to UCM by
various volunteer community co-
ordinators later that day.

“I was impressed by the spirit of
generosity and aura of selflessness
while we all worked together,” said
volunteer Caroline Baucom.

Because of those volunteers,
many families in the area may
have enough food to sustain them
for the rest of this winter and
spring. “The food in the St. Luke’s
Narthex was a beautiful display of
the generosity of our community,
but the true beauty of this effort
will be shown when the food is in
the cupboards of those in need,”
said Zelda Shute, the Neighbors
Helping Neighbors Food Drive co-
ordinator.

In response to the donation,
Cynthia N. Hull, UCM executive
director, said, “For 40 years local
faith communities have been sup-
porting UCM’s mission to help the
less fortunate among us. Never in
all those years have we faced an
economic crisis like the one that
challenges us now. Many days the
line to receive emergency food at
UCM is the length of the building,

Food Pantry
Wish List
PRIORITY LIST
Canned meat and tuna fish
Canned soups
Canned fruits and vegetables
Canned beans
Pasta
Rice
Tomato Sauce
Cereal
Macaroni & Cheese
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Dry Milk
Baby Food
Diapers

FOR HOMELESS BAGS
Small juice boxes
Small individual serving boxes of

cereal
Pop-top or peel-off cans of meat, fruits

& apple sauce
Small boxes of raisins
Nutritional bars
Disposable utensils
Small toiletries

ADDITIONAL NEEDS
Paper & plastic shopping & grocery

bags

The Rev. Lynda
Hergenrather,
priest associ-
ate at St.
Luke’s Episco-
pal Church,
assists Nina
and Dean
Shute in load-
ing one of
seven trucks
with food.

More than 2,500
pounds donated
to UCM.

Volunteers Collect Food for Needy

heartbreakingly reminiscent of the
bread lines during the Great De-
pression. Responding to those
needs, parishioners from St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church went beyond
their always-generous food drives
and asked their neighbors to sup-
port the effort, as well. By neigh-
bor reaching neighbor, over 2,500
pounds of food for UCM’s food
pantry was donated, meaning
many families in our community
will know the security of the nour-
ishment of their bodies and their
sense of hope that others truly
care.”
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Bobbie Jeverna
Haynes

Bobbie Jeverna Tucker Haynes,
of Stafford, Va. (formerly of Alex-
andria), died on Wednesday,
March 4, 2009 surrounded by her
family. She was born Feb. 14, 1932.

Raised in Jonesborough and
Johnson City, Tenn., and in Alex-
andria, Mrs. Haynes had been a
member of the Stafford commu-
nity for more than 30 years.

A devoted and loving wife,
mother, grandmother, and great
grandmother she will be remem-
bered as a lifetime member of the
International Order of Job’s
Daughters, the first Honored
Queen and a Guardian of Bethel
#22, Groveton, as Past President
of the State of Virginia Future
Homemakers of America, member
of the George Washington High
School Golden Friends Lunch
Bunch, Mt. Vernon High School
cheerleader, member of the Penn
Daw Volunteer Fire Department
Ladies Auxiliary, charter member

of Wesley United
Methodist Church,
and member of St.
Matthias United
Methodist Church.
She was a retired
school bus driver and
optical technician.

She is survived by
her four loving chil-
dren: daughters,
Lynn Haynes of
Stafford and Gwyn George (and
husband Mark) of Newark, Texas;
two sons, Ernie Haynes (and wife
Suzanne) of Spotsylvania and
Eddie Haynes (and wife Karin) of
King George; 10 grandchildren:
Richard Hovey Polly, Michael
George, Crystal Hovey Wirman,
Kay George Cannon, Mark George,
Jr., Amanda Haynes, Erin Haynes,
David George, Ethan George, and
Ryan Haynes; 10 great-grandchil-
dren: Victoria Crickett Jones,
Fischer Tripp Jones, Alley Becker-
Cannon, Charles Cannon, Macy
Wirman, Nicholas George, Austin
Polly, Connor Polly, Arianna
Housey, Alyssah Housey, a host of

nieces, nephews and
friends, and very spe-
cial friend and sister-
in-law, Patricia Bettis.

Mrs. Haynes is pre-
ceded in death by her
husband of 52 years,
Ernest G. (Jukie)
Haynes, her mother,
Verna Wiseman Judd,
her father, Edwin D.
Tucker, and her

brother, Wayne Edwin Tucker.
A memorial service was held

Saturday, March 7, at St. Matthias
United Methodist Church, 426
Deacon Road, Fredericksburg.

Mrs. Haynes was proudly an
anatomical donor. It was her wish
to use her body for research to
help others.

In lieu of flowers, remembrances
in the form of donation to any of
the following would be appreci-
ated: Alzheimer’s Association,
American Arthritis Foundation, or
American Lung Association.

Online condolences may be ex-
pressed at www.caringbridge.org/
visit/bobbiejevernahaynes.

Obituary

Bobbie Jeverna
Haynes

S
tratford Landing students are helping oth
ers in the local community and beyond as
members of the K-Kids club. The Stratford

Landing K-Kids, a student-led community service
club in its second year at Stratford Landing El-
ementary School consists of over 20 students in
grades one through six.

On Friday March 6, in the Stratford Landing
Café, the K-Kids members and their families
were joined by Principal Maura Caulfield and
members of the Mt. Vernon Kiwanis Club to cel-
ebrate the first anniversary of the granting of
the club charter. Caulfield, and Kiwanis digni-
taries, including Bruce Malkin, president of

Mount Vernon Kiwanis and Paul Mehler, service
leadership chairman, recognized the efforts of
the students.

Stratford Landing is the first and only elemen-
tary school in Fairfax County Public Schools to
sponsor a K-Kids Club. Some of the club’s activi-
ties this year include:  collecting personal care
items for homeless families, co-sponsoring a Fam-
ily Fall Cleanup for the school, making felt blan-
kets for the families at Mondloch House, and help-
ing at the Kiwanis Christmas tree lot. The K-Kids
also made fleece blankets for homeless children,
and plan to help clean up the Potomac at Dyke
Marsh/Belle View Marina in April.

Members of the 2008-2009  Stratford Landing K-Kids Club celebrate the first
anniversary of the chartering of their organization.

K-Kids Club: In Service to Others
By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette

A native of Rockville, Md., Debi
Sandlin was recently named execu-
tive director of the Southeast Fairfax
Development Corporation. Before
that, she served for eight years as
the first economic development
manager for the city of Manassas.
Prior to joining the city, she worked
in the hospitality industry, includ-
ing serving as the president of the
Prince William Tourism Association
for three years, corporate director
of marketing and sales for a hotel
development company for five years,
and publicity coordinator for
Florida State University’s Center for
Professional Development for two
years.

What’s your vision for
revitalization along Rich-
mond Highway?

It is really not up to me to de-
cide what the vision of the corri-
dor should be. The vision needs to
be driven by the key stakeholders
located along the Richmond High-
way corridor, including the busi-
ness community, civic organiza-
tions, the Board of County Super-
visors, county staff and residents.
As the executive director for SFDC,
my role will be more as a facilita-
tor in creating a corridor-wide vi-
sion, providing guidance and en-
gaging everyone in the process.

What challenges does the
effort face?

Richmond Highway faces the
same challenges of any aging com-
munity — how to evolve and move
forward while preserving the dis-
tinctive character of the commu-

nity. There are several individual
communities located throughout
the Richmond Highway corridor
and each community has their
own distinct image and history. A
corridor-wide vision will help tie
these individual communities to-
gether and create a seamless tran-
sition from Fort Belvoir up to the
Capital Beltway without loosing
the individual character each com-
munity has to offer. We have an
opportunity to create two primary
gateways one at the north end and
one at the south end with a vibrant
mixed-used commercial corridor
in between.

What can be done to build
momentum behind the
revitalization effort?

We need to engage all of the
community stakeholders from the
very beginning of the process, get
them invested in the outcome and
their buy-in. We then need to go
out and sell our message and tell
our story to our target markets.

What old or outdated ways
of thinking need to be
abandoned to move for-
ward?

In my experience I have found
that there are more commonalities
than there are differences. The
differences generally are from mis-
conceptions about how to arrive
at the final destination. Involving
all the stakeholders in the process
will help to identify the common
thread that ties everyone together,
encourage collaboration and ulti-
mately mitigate the differences.
Our community is not unique in
the challenges we are facing and

Debi Sandlin on revitalization
of Richmond Highway.

Revitalization Facilitator
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Debi Sandlin is the new executive director of the South-
east Fairfax Development Corporation.
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Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Open 10am to 10pm - Thursday, Friday & Saturday, 10am - 11pm Sunday 12pm-10pm

THE VIDEO SUPERSTORE
1628-A Belle View Blvd. Alexandria, VA 22307

At the corner of Belle View Blvd. & Fort Hunt Rd.
In the Belle View shopping center. Ample free parking (703) 768-2877
We are offering a $1.00 store credit to those customers who return their

brand new 2 night rentals to us after only one night. This allows us to
offer even more availability of new releases to our customers.

FREE VIDEO RENTAL
Rent 1 movie & get the 2nd FREE

Of equal or lesser value.
Standard rental period applies.

Limit one coupon per transaction per day. Expires 4/15/09
MtV

People

From Page 6

with stakeholder involvement
we will be able to identify oppor-
tunities for redevelopment and
create a framework that builds on
the existing infrastructure and en-
courages new development that
will shape Richmond Highway as
a premier business destination.

What aspect of the revital-
ization effort do you feel is
not well understood?

The biggest misconception
about revitalization is that the
character and history of the com-
munity will be lost in the process.
Everyone takes great pride in their
communities and is concerned,
rightfully so, that revitalization
will lead to change and the loss of
a sense of place. Their fear comes
from changing, not from the ac-
tual redevelopment of the commu-
nity. We have a responsibility to
educate our stakeholders about
how the process will work, address
their concerns, and offer solutions
that are acceptable to everyone.
We need to demonstrate how their
input can have a positive impact
in shaping the future of the Rich-
mond Highway corridor over the
next several decades.

Sandlin
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Opinion

I
t should serve as a national wake-up call.
Here in Northern Virginia, more than 700
votes cast in one precinct in a special
election earlier this month were called

into question when a voting machine malfunc-
tioned.

The voting machine reported that 724 people
had used it, even though officials at the
Fairview precinct had recorded only 707 people
walking through the door. There was
also another voting machine at
Fairview, which had already tallied
348 of the 707 votes.

Officials were unable to declare a winner in
the race for more than 24 hours while they
moved and opened the rogue machine. The
conclusion: John Cook (R) defeated at-large
school board member Ilryong Moon (D) by 89
votes in an election where more than 13,000
voters cast ballots.

Read reporter Julia O’Donoghue’s story on
the problems with voting machines at http://
c o n n e c t i o n n e w s p a p e r s . c o m /
article.asp?article=326931.

The March 10 special election was held to

choose the successor to Sharon Bulova (D) for
Braddock District supervisor.

There were no optical scan machines avail-
able for the special election because election
officials were trying to save money; there was
no paper trail to back up questions about the
accuracy of the electronic voting. Rokey
Suleman, Fairfax County registrar, cited the
high cost of paper.

But the costs of any legal challenge to
the results would make the cost of paper
pale by comparison. The loss of voter con-
fidence would have more disastrous and

far-reaching effects.
Computer experts warn that relying solely on

the software inside electronic voting machines
is a formula for disaster. Most of the rest of us
who are not computer experts have seen first
hand what can go wrong when computer hard-
ware or software malfunctions, and the impor-
tance of good (or any) back-up systems.

Virginia will hold very important elections
in June and November. The contest for Gover-
nor alone will be hotly contested and could be
very, very close, both in the June primary and

the November general election. Remember that
Bob McDonnell, now the Republican candidate
for Governor, became Attorney General in the
last election by a margin of 360 votes out of
nearly 2 million votes cast.

Every seat in the House of Delegates will also
be on the ballot in November. In Fairfax County
at least, election officials do not plan to offer
the optical scan/paper ballot as an option.

Nearly 80 percent of registered voters turned
out for last November’s presidential and con-
gressional elections, and Fairfax County
equipped each polling station with at least one
optical scan machine, giving voters a choice.
This plus the many voters who were able to
vote absentee in person ahead of time were
part of the reason Election Day went smoothly.

Offering the choice to use paper ballots and
optical scanning machines doesn’t address the
question of a possible failure of an electronic
machine and the need for a paper trail.

Local jurisdictions around Virginia should
ponder a worst-case scenario now — the re-
sults of a close contest could be unreliable or
undeterminable because of voting machine
malfunction. The costs involved would dwarf
the costs of setting up back-up systems now.

For Elections You Can Believe In
Without a paper trail, electronic voting will fail.

Editorial
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Letters to the Editor

All Night
Lighting?
To the Editor:

While I applaud the planting of
a few native trees at the lots, this
is hardly a greening. To replace a
mature and diverse woods with
only an extremely limited variety
of trees is a significant diminution
of biodiversity.

Most ridiculous of all, however
is leaving the bank of extremely
bright lights blazing in the middle
of the night when there is no need.

Recognize that Mt. Vernon
needed to expand parking and
provide safety for its patrons, but
have no idea why the Park Service
or Mt. Vernon wants to have the
area lit up like a shopping center
in the middle of the night. If there
is an event at the Mansion and the
exterior lots are needed, leaving
the lights on makes sense. But why
are they burning for hours when
there is not a car in them or pa-
tron at Mt. Vernon?

Alex Echols

Investment
In Public Health
To the Editor:

In response to your paper’s re-
cent coverage of the economic
stimulus bill, it’s important that
our community recognize the im-
portance of the public health fund-
ing provisions it contains.

As the economy worsens and
more people across the nation find

themselves without jobs and
health coverage, demand for the
health services provided by our
nation’s public health infrastruc-
ture will continue to grow.

Retaining funding in the stimu-
lus bill for public health will allow
states and local communities to
meet the health needs of their resi-
dents while also putting people to
work through the creation of many
important public health jobs.

The funds allow for expanding
primary prevention programs, pre-
venting disease, improving com-
munity health centers, and sup-
porting critical safety net pro-
grams like Medicaid and the food
stamp program. Along with other
essential programs supported by
the funding in the bill, these ser-
vices are vital to ensuring access
to quality health care and other
important public health services
during these difficult economic
times.

It is critical that our community
lets our elected leaders know that
we support the stimulus bill and
its public health funding provi-
sions, which are critical to creat-
ing and retaining jobs in the pub-
lic health sector and improving the
health of all Americans. An invest-
ment in public health is required,
as it will take a healthy, produc-
tive workforce to help usher our
nation back to financial stability.

Anne Gray Haynes
Healthy Living

Kaiser Permanente-MAS

Stimulus
Failures
To the Editor:

History is set to repeat itself,
again. The American Recovery and
Reinvestment Bill of 2009 that is
being debated in Washington has
all the hallmarks of a classic deja
vu. Last year the federal govern-
ment sent out rebate checks in an
attempt to stimulate the economy.
They also dumped huge sums of
money into failing Wall Street
banks and insurance firms.

Both had no effect. It’s long
passed time that central planners
learned that throwing good money
after bad will not stimulate the
economy. We must instead cut
taxes, reform burdensome regula-
tion and eliminate government
waste. It is not until we pay atten-
tion to our past history of stimu-
lus failures that we can begin to
move toward the future.

Leslie Roberts
Alexandria

Focus on Budget
To the Editor:

I was somewhat alarmed by the
comments of School Board Presi-
dent Dan Storck in your article
“Advocates Pull Back from Later
High School Start Times Pro-
posal,” where he state that “Some
people may also be too caught up
in how the details of the plan will
impact their lives personally in-
stead of looking at the problem
holistically.”

Many of us would beg to differ
with Mr. Storck. The fact is that
the coalition known as SLEEP is
singularly focused on changing
school bell times as the solution
to academic, athletic and unsafe
driving problems that they per-
ceive exist in Fairfax County
Schools.

The “holistic” way to look at this
issue is to realize that time spent
with family, on extracurricular ac-
tivities (including those focused on
sports or academics or the arts),
at after school jobs, and volunteer-
ing in the community, etc have all
been proven by independent re-
search to produce well-rounded,
high achieving students.

In a county as large and diverse
at Fairfax, finding that balance is
difficult. Yet, even after 10 years
of looking into this issue, and the
dedicated focus of the Transpor-
tation Task Force, a viable option
has not been able to be found. Isn’t
it time to consider that that bal-
ance already exists. Fairfax County
is one of the top-rated school dis-
tricts in the country, produces ex-
cellent athletes, and too my knowl-
edge, does not have any particu-
lar problems with teen accidents,
etc.

With our school district facing
dramatic budget and staff cuts our
School Board has better things to
focus on than a complete overhaul
of a system which is actually work-
ing.

Jill Anderson
Falls Church
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www.partnersinrealestate.com • Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

Offered at..................................$875,000

David W. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-660-6789

Cell: 703-472-7713

Robert B. Burroughs
703-370-0808

Cell 703-856-2426

Offered at..................................$799,000 Prices beginning at.................$1,239,000 Offered at..................................$529,000

Directions: South GW Pkwy from Old Town, R
Tulane, L Park Terrace – Straight at Rt. Curve R
Sussex to 7104.

Directions to Lot: GW Pkwy from Old Town, R
Tulane, L Park Terrace – Straight at right curve  into
cul-de-sac.

Directions:  395 to Duke Street East, Right on S. Pickett
St., Right on Valley Forge, Left on Gretna Green Court
to 135 on the left

• Elegance in the best Southern Tradition
• Beautifully appointed throughout
• New Energy Star Granite Kitchen w/Breakfast Bar
• Bose Surround Sound System in Family Room
• Extensive Mouldings & Recessed Lighting
• Custom Farrow & Ball Paints and Papers
• Architectural Shingle Roof w/Bronze Snow Eagles
• Whole House Security System
• Irrigation System
• Custom Cedar Pergola and Slate Patio
• The List of Upgrades goes On and On
SHOWN BY APPOINTMENT WITH LISTING

AGENT FROM 1-4 P.M. SUNDAY

Directions: S Fort Hunt Road to left on Marine to
7209 on right.

ALEXANDRIA VILLAMAY ALEXANDRIA VILLAMAY
• Quiet, Cul-de-Sac Location with Winter River Views
• Custom-designed by Original Owner – Built by Gene May
• Turnkey Condition – Totally Remodeled – Top to Bottom
• Granite and Cherry Kitchen – Marble Bathrooms
• Crown Mouldings – Recessed Lighting – Refinished

Hardwoods
• Master Suite incorporates an Office/Nursery/Exercise area
• Cozy Family/Recreation Room w/Fireplace and Wet Bar
• Expansive Foyer w/Multiple Mouldings &
 Recessed Lighting
• Large, Independent Home Office on Lower Level
• Two-Car Garage with Ceramic Flooring
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• Elevated, over one-half acre lot on cul-de-sac
• Looks East to the Potomac River and GW Parkway
• Choose from SIX diverse Models -
   2,800 to 4,100 Square Feet
• Model Shown is the RADFORD – 3,070 finished feet
   on  two levels + Full Unfinished Basement and Loft
• Standard Features include Hardi Plank Exterior,
   Extensive Hardwoods, Granite Kitchen, 9 Ft. Ceilings
   on All Levels, Two-Car  Garage, Media Package and
   MORE
• Local Builder with Design Center located in
   Alexandria
• Attractive Financing Packages Available

ALEXANDRIA VILLAMAY
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•All-Brick End Unit Townhome with Garage
• Three Bedrooms, Two Full and Two Half Baths
• Huge Updated Eat-In Kitchen – Cherry Cabinets
• Top-of-the-line Stainless Appliances
• French doors to custom Brick Patio
• Hardwood floors throughout the Main and Upper Levels
• Formal step-down Living Room with custom
   moldings and large windows
• Lower level Recreation Room features crown molding
• Recessed lighting and full masonry wood burning fireplace

ALEXANDRIA CITY BRIGADOON

News

Photo by Michael K. Bohn

Auction organizers Martha Carucci, right, and Anita D’Antonio managed
the auction and raffle.

From Page 3

Gala Supports Waynewood
corner from Waynewood School. She has

two children of her own now, Vivian, 6, and
Colin, 4, and lives in Waynewood with hus-
band Robert. “This is a great evening,” she
said that night. “It’s a fun way to raise
money.”

A local band, “Close to Home,” provided
entertainment. The group also lived up to
its name, as all but one member lives in the
Fort Hunt area. Singers Jay McConville and

Lynne White, and bass guitar player Jim
White (no relation) live in Waynewood.
Keyboardist Mary Bowers lives in
Wellington Heights and drummer Mac
McPherson is a Riverside resident. Lead
guitar Scott Davidow lives in Fairfax Sta-
tion.

Absent from the band this year was the
late Tony Snow. The former television news
host and White House press secretary died
July 12, 2008.
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See Calendar,  Page 17

By Amber Healy

Gazette

I
t’s been decades since Tina Louise
left America’s most famous island
and living rooms, but she has
never dropped out of the public

eye.
These days, Louise’s fans are a little

younger, and know her better as an
author than the copper-haired vixen
from “Gilligan’s Island.”

“I signed 300 books today at a school
in New Jersey,” said Louise, with a sigh,
from her New York City home. “I’ve
been doing this for 12 years now and I
just love it.”

Louise is the author of “When I Grow
Up,” a children’s book that compares
what animals do with various profes-
sions. She will be signing copies of her
book at the Lorton Arts Foundation
Workhouse on Ox Road on Saturday,
April 4, and she hopes the audience is
full of young, smiling faces.

Her inspiration for the book, and her
involvement in the New York City lit-

eracy program,
Learning Lead-
ers, came from
the low literacy
levels that were
f r o n t - p a g e
news when
Louise moved
to the city in
the 1990s. She
felt compelled
to get involved,
but she wasn’t
sure what she
could do or
where to start.

At a United Nations dinner one night,
she began talking with a woman who
had been involved with N.Y. School
Volunteers, a group that worked to im-
prove literacy in city schools. That pro-
gram morphed into Learning Leaders,
a volunteer literacy tutor organization,
and with that, Louise became an advo-
cate for children, especially in the ar-

Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

eas of literacy and physical education.
“The first time I walked into a public

school, I felt very happy,” she said. “It’s a
very beautiful experience to be in front of
children and work with them.”

MANY CHILDREN didn’t know what they
wanted to be when they grew up and they
didn’t really know what options they had,
Louise explained. That’s how she got the
idea for the book, by taking children’s love
of animals and their imaginations and put-
ting the two together to show children they
could be anything they dreamed.

Eventually, when she was on tour promot-
ing “When I Grow Up,” she started asking
children what kind of careers they might
want to pursue. She would ask who wanted
to be an architect, and count the number of
hands that went up.

During last week’s visit to New Jersey, she
finished her talk by asking the children how
many wanted to be president.

“I walked around the gym and had some
teachers helping me to count because I
wanted to make sure we got every single
little hand,” Louise said. “There were over
150 hands raised. It was just wonderful.”

Speaking of the presidency, Louise said
she was able to give a signed copy of her
book to the Obama family back when
Barack Obama was still a senator. She has
a framed letter from the new president
thanking her for the gift to his young daugh-
ters.

During her short stay in
Northern Virginia, Louise said
she hopes to be able to stop
by Capitol Hill to urge legis-
lators to work on restoring
physical education for all chil-
dren during the school day.
From talking with students,
she’s distressed at the lack of
physical education classes
and the rising rates of obesity
among the youngest citizens.

“I’m a workout fanatic,”
Louise said. “I think that’s one
of the biggest problems in
public schools today. I believe
schools should have physical
education from first grade up.
I also think schools should
send information home to
parents to let them know
what children are being fed
and I think kids should have
a better idea what they’re eat-
ing.”

Working for literacy and physical health
are the “most important things” in Louise’s
life these days, she said, and she wouldn’t
trade them for anything.

Louise is currently working on her sec-
ond children’s book, but declined to give
away details about the project because she’s
looking for a publisher. She would say that
the book may explore what children and
grown ups alike can do about the environ-
ment. This would actually be her third book.
The first was a memoir, “Sunday,” which
chronicles what Louise calls an “unusual”
childhood.

It took a while for her to find a publisher
for her first book, which she relates to chil-
dren by saying sometimes they’re going to
have difficulty in reaching some of their
goals. But if they keep trying, she said, any-
thing is possible.

“Things take time,” she said. “The first
publisher I talked to wouldn’t publish the
book, but I worked hard until I found some-
one who would publish it the way I wanted
it done. It paid off.”

WHEN LOUISE comes to Lorton, she is
hoping to see quite a few children in the
audience and is eager to ask them about
their dreams for the future.

“I just think they’re all so beautiful,” she
said. “They all look like Renoir paintings to
me, just beautiful.”

Louise is at least the second high-profile
celebrity to visit the Workhouse, the first

Turning a New Page

“It’s a very
beautiful
experience to
be in front of
children and
work with
them.”

— Tina Louise

Meet Tina Louise
The Lorton Arts Foundation is sponsoring an

evening with Tina Louise on Saturday, April 4 at
the Workhouse on Ox Road. She will be reading
from and signing copies of her book, “When I Grow
Up.” Tickets available at www.workhousearts.org.

Actress Tina Louise, an advocate for
children’s literacy, brings book to

Workhouse Arts Center April 4.

since the establishment’s grand opening last
fall. Through a long-time friendship with
one of the Arts Foundation’s staff members,
she accepted an invitation to visit and read
excerpts from her book.

Sharon Mason, executive director at the
Lorton Arts Foundation, said she is thrilled
to have Louise, who she called an “icon” in
American entertainment, reading at the
Workhouse.

“We thought this would enable us to cast
a wider net to schools and other literacy
programs that have been started by Caren
Hearne, our education program specialist,”
Mason said. “Including local children in this
event was a major draw for us.”

The Arts Foundation has partnerships
with Lorton Station, Gunston and
Featherstone elementary schools and
Woodbridge High School that have been
notified about the event, and Mason is hop-
ing for at least 35 students that evening.

Excitement is starting to build for the
reading, Mason said, with TV and radio in-
terviews already lined up. Not bad for the
Workhouse, in its sixth month, and a sure
sign of things to come, she hopes.

“Given all the years Tina has been in show
business, we are certain this should be a
wonderful night,” she said. “We’re excited
about the Q&A session. … She’s been a per-
former on the Broadway stage, dramatic
actress and of course the famous Ginger
from ‘Gilligan’s Island.’ We’re delighted she
can share her years with her fans at LAF.”

Julie Curtis, marketing and communica-
tions specialist at the Arts Foundation, said
Louise’s visit is just the start of a long line
of special visitors and new events.

“We’re starting to do more with our Film
Institute and we’ll have an event with Tippi
Hendren coming up in May, so there’s a lot
going on,” Curtis said.

Since its official opening last fall, the
Workhouse has already expanded its reach
into the community, bringing in visual and
performing arts as well as a series of exhib-
its on the women’s suffrage movement and
Lorton’s past, she said.

“We have a lot to offer, especially with
the series of classes we offer to the commu-
nity,” Curtis said. “We just keep building on
the ideas that keep flowing from our staff
and volunteers.”

Tina Louise

Calendar

Literature

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is Thursday at
noon for the following week’s paper. Call Rebecca
Halik at 703-917-6407 with questions.

 ONGOING
Fairfax County Department of Community and

Recreation Services present free dance
workshops at Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500

Shenandoah Road, from 3:30-5 p.m. on March
27, April 10,24 and May 8. To register, 703-324-
4386.

Woodlawn’s Needlework exhibition is
March 1-31 at 9000 Richmond Highway.
There will be demonstrations, lunch by Nelly’s
Needlers and more. See needleworks from
around the world. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or 703-780-4000 for
more.

Children enter a world of fantasy and fables when
costumed interpreters weave three tales together
during Mount Vernon’s storytelling session,
“Once Upon a Time at Mount Vernon,”
held every Saturday and Sunday at 2 p.m.
in March at the Hands-On History room in the
Donald W. Reynolds Education Center.
“Working Together” is the theme for March’s
storytelling sessions. “Once Upon at Time at
Mount Vernon” is included in regular Estate
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Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner

Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Dogfish Head won the inaugural challenge
and last year’s challenge. They will be
competing this year.

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette

W
hen Alexandria was a bustling
seaport, every two-bit tavern in
town had its own signature
rum punch. Tavern-keepers

knew that a strong and tasty rum punch would
bring in customers and create a kind of brand-
ing to set them above the competition. Ever
since 17th-century pirate popularized a drink
then known as “kill-devil,” the libation has al-
ways had a popular place in the imagination.
Legendary pirate Blackbeard, for example, was
said to enjoy a glass of flaming rum mixed with
gunpowder. In America, so close to the sugar
plantations of the Caribbean, rum held a spe-
cial place in the liquor cabinet.

“Rum embodies America’s laissez-faire atti-
tude: It is whatever it wants to be,” wrote au-
thor Wayne Curtis in the 2006 book “And a

Bottle of Rum: A
History of the
New World in Ten
Cocktails.”

Yet the popular-
ity of rum punch
has waned over
the years, and
now patrons
would be hard
pressed to find the
item on the menu
of any modern-
day establish-
ment. Today’s
prized selections
tend to lean to-
ward the cre-
atively assembled
martini or the out-

of-the-box mojito. Yet Old Town stalwart
Gadsby’s Tavern is keeping the tradition of
rum-based drinks alive and well next month
with the fifth annual Great Rum Punch Chal-
lenge on April 4 from 7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

“The spirit of this event is to come up with
the best way to showcase this drink you don’t
often see on menus anymore,” said Liz Will-
iams, assistant director of Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum. “And rum punch was the most popu-
lar drink of the 18th century, so it’s a fun way
to showcase a drink that most people don’t
necessarily consume anymore.”

The event will feature entries from six dif-

ferent local distilleries, restaurants and caterers:
Bacardi Rum, Bittersweet, Union Street Public House,
Dogfish Head’s Microdistillery, R&R Catering and the
PX. For the cost of a $50 ticket, participants will be
able to sample all the entries and vote for their fa-
vorite. Gadsby’s Tavern museum is also offering $100
VIP tickets that include admission to a pre-event tast-
ing of Bacardi’s special rums. Each of the rum-punch
entries will have a distinctive interpretation on the
drink.

“We like to stay with food because that’s what we
do,” said Bittersweet marketing director Lena Teveris,
adding that this year’s entry will include caramel and
apple. “We’ve found that caramel and rum seem to
go well together, and people seem to be drawn to
it.”

Two years ago, when Bittersweet won the first-
place award, their drink was based on a pineapple
upside-down cake — a recipe that included caramel.
Other creative interpretations over the years have
included variations on the New Orleans “hurricane”
or incorporation of popular desert items such as
lemon crème pie or chiffonaded mint. Union Street
Public House has its own competition in which staff
members come up with a number of selections from
which the winning selection is chosen for the
Gadsby’s Tavern event.

“We don’t really make them available for the cus-
tomers so much, but we let some of our regular guests
try the different selections,” said Kathy Boone, pri-
vate dining manager at Union Street Public House.
“It’s more like a friends and family thing. The staff
has a lot of fun with it.”

“The spirit of this
event is to come
up with the best
way to showcase
this drink you
don’t often see on
menus anymore.”
— Liz Williams, assistant

director of Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum

Yo Ho Yo Ho

From Page 16

Food & Drink

Calendar

Rum punch challenges
restaurateurs to think
outside the box.

See Calendar,  Page 22

admission: adults, $15; youth ages 6-11,
$7; and children under 5 are
admitted free. Visit.MountVernon.org
or 703-780-2000.

SATURDAY/MARCH 28
 Mixed Planting. 9:30 a.m. at Green

Spring Garden, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Learn how to make a garden

look its best through all seasons.
$18/person. 703-642-5173 to
register.

Tea Traditions. 2 p.m. at Green
Spring Garden, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Learn the etiquette and origins
of teatime. $18/person includes a
traditional tea. 703-941-7987 to
register.

Kaydee Puppets. 10:30 a.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill

Drive. All ages enjoy “The Little Red
Hen’s Wacky Week.” Free.
Registration required, 703-971-0010.

Music Performance. 4 p.m. at
Washington Street United Methodist
Church, 115 S. Washington St. Hear
the U.S. Navy Chamber Players. Free.
Visit www.wsumc.com or 703-836-
4324.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
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Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

ELECTRICAL

DISCOUNT ELECTRIC
Mar/Apr Discount

$48/HR.
✓Free Estimates ✓Licensed
✓Bonded ✓Insured

703-978-2813
Cell 703-851-8091

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

LANDSCAPING

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

SPRING
CLEAN-UP

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

CUSTOMER SERVICE/
BUSINESS ANALYST

Global Dimension Solutions has imme-
diate need for a Customer Service/Busi-
ness Analyst.  Perfect position for an in-
dividual seeking growth potential. We 
offer a  close knit office environment 
and seek   a reliable, customer service 
oriented individual.  Apply for position 
at:  www.equationsmarketsolutions.com 
or send resume to resumes@adexec.com

LIFEGUARDS / POOL 

OPERATORS / SUPERVISORS

Free training, competitive wages.  
Must be able to swim. 703-421-5595

Nannies needed  to start ASAP,
$15-$20/hr, legal, drive. 

703-779-7999
nanniesbynature.com

P/T RECEPTIONIST
Needed for busy chiropractic physical

therapy practice.  Email resumes to

stw123@cox.net

Immediate Openings. Ideal for
students/others. Customer

Sales/Svc. Flex Schedules.  All
ages 18+. Conditions apply.

Call 703-359-7600

PART-TIME OPENINGS
GREAT PAY!

RECRUITER
Youthful, energetic, enthusiastic and 
persistent person needed to find/hire 
high school and college students for sea-
sonal work.  Positions open in MD and 
VA. No exp nec. Call:571-730-3001 or 
Email:  chrisg@continentalpools.com

CARRER TRAINING          CARRER TRAINING

CAD
Train for a career in computer-aided 
design at Westwood College. Call 

800-342-2249 today to receive your free 
Career Success Kit!

www.westwood.edu/locations

CARRER TRAINING 

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER GUTTER GUTTER

CHILDCARE /LT. HOUSEKEEPING
Landmark area. P/T, approx 25 hrs/wk, 
4-8pm. Help with homework and pick up 
from school.  Must drive and have own 
transportation.  Call: 703-212-0716.

F/T DENTAL ASSISTANT
Exp’d Dental Assistant needed for busy 
family practice in Burke.  For more info 
call: 703-250-5790.  Fax or email re-
sume: 703-250-2935,  bita@drhsed.com

MARKETING DIRECTOR
P/T position.  Flex hrs,  on site & home. 
Marketing exp. Contact Danielle  703-
358-9735   or  00446@chick-fil-a.com

FT / PT positions
$400 to $750 wk.

Please contact

301-469-0101

GOLFERS WANTED!
Caddiemaster is looking for serv-
ice oriented caddies to work at
TPC Potomac at Avenel Farm.

Golf knowledge and
service skills required.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

ATTENTION LIFEGUARDS
NOW HIRING lifeguards for the sum-
mer.  We offer training & flexible sched-
ules. FT/PT positions in   MD, VA & DC.  
Apply online communitypools.com

or Call:  1-800-966-2500 

Executive Director

P/T. Mount Vernon At Home, newly-
formed nonprofit whose mission is to 
help seniors remain in their homes by 
providing support services and social ac-
tivities, seeks ED to launch and oversee 
membership recruitment, fundraising, 
new service development, operations 
and administration. Full description at 
www.mountvernonathome.org. 

Lifeguards/Pool Operators 
Now hiring for summer season 

Training provided 
Call: 703-321-7040

www.continentalpools.com

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

CLEANING CLEANING HAULING HAULING LANDSCAPING

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Adult Pool Attendant

Weekend positions at community swim-
ming pools throughout Maryland and 
Virginia.   Must  be   able   to    swim.  

Call: 571-730-3001 or 
Email:  chrisg@continentalpools.com

Medical Office Insurance
Clerk

Immediate FT opening in busy pediatric 
office in Alexandria, M-F, 10-6.  Please 
call Lee-Ann at 703-914-8989, ext 128

CCHHEEMMIISSTTRRYY  TTUUTTOORR
Alex family near Del Ray seeks high 

school chemistry tutor to teach in home. 
Hourly rate. Experience in tutoring and 

teaching at high school level desired. 

Call 202-639-6537

MEDICAL OFFICE 
BOOKKEEPER

Burke.  P/T, flex hrs.  Exp. req’d.  Imme-
diate availability.  Email resume to:

fgarner@verizon.net.  

MEDICAL ASSISTANT &
MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST

F/T positions for busy internal medical 
office in Burke.  Experience preferred 

but will train.  Benefits available.  
Fax resume: 703-425-7504

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

ACCUPOISE RENOVATIONS

www.accupoise.com
703-966-4201

requestabid@accupoise.com

•Kitchens
•Bathrooms

•Basements
•Home office

•Restaurants

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

SPRING SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC
703-283-9479
703-455-0319

◆Bricks    ◆Blocks, 
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Retaining Walls
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

LANDSCAPING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

12 Commercial Lease 12 Commercial Lease

OLD TOWN 
ALEXANDRIA

Small commercial building, 
1200 sq ft, 2 blocks from 
metro, on King st, ideal for 
professional office. with 
parking for 2+ cars. 
for info call Mrs Lasker. 

703-765-7583

Old Town Alex
Ground floor space, 1st 
flr on King St, 2 blocks 
metro, 350 sq ft with 

parking for 1 car. 
Reasonable. Call Mrs 
Lasker 703-765-7583

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

Yard Sale,3/28, 9-3,  6704 
S Benson Dr,Alex.22306

Assorted Items, Great Cond.

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!
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Those who weren’t on the team then get
a constant reminder when they turn to their
right in the Wolverine home dugout, where
it simply reads “Renegade No. 5” in honor
of Shelkin’s nickname and now-retired soft-
ball jersey. Players who were part of last
season’s 16-8 campaign dedicated their suc-
cess to their fallen teammate.

The team got more bad news with the
death of longtime volunteer assistant Bill
Ambrose this past fall after a lengthy battle
with cancer. Add in the fact that Anderson

is now the third
coach in three sea-
sons for the Wolver-
ines and it’s clear this
isn’t just a simple
case of overcoming
adversity.

“I did some re-
search before com-
ing, but this is the
program I bring and

so we beat [the five points] everyday, we
say these things,” said Anderson, who has
never been coach of a high school program
but has been working on the travel softball
circuit for some time now. “That’s what we
control.”

THAT MAY BE just what is needed for a
team that has daily reminders of what hap-
pened in the past. Focusing on the present
can take the attention off some of the prior
pain. And sporting a 2-2 record thus far,
which includes three games with 10 or more
runs scored and narrow losses to Northern

From Page 1

Sports

After aerating the field to help with drain-
age, Swinson, Cooksey, and a few other
dedicated parents began having de facto
mowing parties every Saturday morning,
where six to eight of them would bring their
own personal hand mowers and landscap-
ing equipment out to the field to help keep
it in decent shape.

“We quickly realized we were dealing
with a situation that was going to be per-
petual because it constantly gets beat down
and needs to be re-seeded,” said Swinson.
“It was just a sub-standard playing surface.”

THAT’S WHEN Swinson and his gang of
impromptu maintenance workers decided
something truly drastic needed to be done.
First and foremost was that no matter what
type of grass the field had, it needed to prop-
erly drain. So with the help of the booster
club, the school installed new sprinkler and
irrigation systems last year.

Fairfax County contributed a new control
system for the sprinklers, but refused to help
with the cost of a proper irrigation system
or putting in a new field for the stadium.

School Booster Club Raising Money for New Field
It’s all well and good to want a new field, but

now comes the often overlooked hard part, espe-
cially with the shape the economy is in these days.
Beginning Friday night, the West Potomac booster
club, in conjunction with the department of student
activities, will hold a series of events aimed specifi-
cally at raising the $27,000 necessary to get
Bermuda grass at Jeffrey Dietze Stadium.

Here’s a rundown of how the community can get
involved:

March 27: A night of music, dancing, and fund-
raising will begin at 7 p.m. at the Mount Vernon
Country Club to help benefit West Potomac’s field
of the future. Music will be provided by the band
“Close to Home” and there will be a silent auction,
cash bar, and food.

March 28: West Potomac athletics will hold its
annual mulch sale with delivery and pickup sched-
uled for this Saturday. The cost is $4 for a three
cubic feet bag of mulch. There is free delivery for
orders of more than 30 bags. Contact the West

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette

A
sk first-year West Potomac soft-
ball coach Rick Anderson any-
thing softball-related and
chances are it all goes back to the

five points. They are the “foundation of my
coaching philosophy,” he said.

Even when the topic of just how much
this year’s group of Wolverine seniors has
been through during their careers, a sub-
ject the new coach seem-
ingly couldn’t answer
with clichéd coaching
jargon, the coach still
sticks by those five
points.

What are the five
points? They are “bring
it” as in bring effort to the
field every day, “Core and
Balance” meaning stabi-
lization techniques for hitting and fielding,
“Communicate know why” which entails
keeping lines of communication open and
explaining what one wants and why, “Ev-
eryday” as in focusing on softball seven days
a week, and “Love and Heart” which gets
back to the effort and courage Anderson
wants out of his team.

It’s an unusual way of characterizing
goals, but then again, this isn’t a normal
team. Most of West Potomac’s five seniors
were on the team two years ago when then-
senior teammate Renee Shelkin died in a
car accident just days before graduation.

Region powerhouses Robinson (11-10) and
South County (9-3), it appears as if this
year’s West Potomac squad is buying in.

“There’s definitely a new program being
brought,” said senior leadoff hitter Sam
Bower. “I think it’s a stronger program and
it looks really good for the future once we
get things sorted out a little bit better.”

But it’s the present that looks equally
bright. With a strong mix of young and old,
the Wolverines appear poised to advance
past the first round of the regional tourna-
ment, a feat nobody on this squad has ever
accomplished. Leading them there will be
seniors Jessica Harrington (first base), Kelly
Wood (first base), and Bower (shortstop).

Perhaps the most talented members of
this year’s squad, though, are its three fresh-
men. Pitchers Sammy Clifford and Morgan
Maniglia combined to give up just one run

New West Potomac softball coach Rick Anderson has brought a new
approach to the game in his first year leading a high school program. He
is the third Wolverine softball coach in as many years.

First-year Wolverine softball coach stays on
message and so far his team is listening.

Anderson Points West Potomac in New Direction
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“I’ve always wanted to
take [the five points]
to a mature group.”

 — West Potomac
coach Rick Anderson

Potomac athletic office for information on order-
ing.

March 28: In conjunction with Ourisman Ford/
Lincoln/Mercury of Alexandria on Richmond High-
way, the West Potomac student activities
department will hold a test drive event outside of
the Pulley Center this Saturday. The department
will receive $20 for every test drive and $100 for
any new/used car sale.

May 9: Starting in May, the student activities
department is offering to come pick up anything
the community might wish to donate for its annual
rummage sale, which is scheduled to take place in
West Potomac’s cafeteria. Anyone shopping for a
good bargain should head out for the sale on May
9.

“The main thing people should realize is just
how many kids this field will benefit in the long
run,” said booster club co-President Lee
Harrington, citing the litany of sports that use the
stadium like football, lacrosse, and soccer.

Help West Potomac Raise Money

Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com

in West Potomac’s recent wins over
Wakefield and West Springfield. Meanwhile,
freshman third baseman and clean-up hit-
ter Jasmine Picini has been racking up RBIs
at a rapid pace.

“Typically I don’t like putting freshmen
on the team, but they’ve got game,” said
Anderson.

As for getting to regionals, that’s not
something the new coach is focused on just
yet. He’ll continue to harp on his five points,
hoping they provide the stability this team
has needed for quite some time now.

“I’ve always wanted to take [the five
points] to a mature group, a high school
group and say, ‘OK, let’s go out and develop
a program,’” said Anderson. “Everything is
based on that core philosophy and from
there we can always come back and work
on the little things.”

The problem with the current field, made
of cool weather grass, is that its main grow-
ing period is during the spring. The growth
slows once summer hits and as fall arrives
the grass reaches its maximum breadth —
just in time for the football team to make
all the growing for naught.

“Essentially, it has no way to re-generate
itself at that point,” said Swinson.

When the boosters first looked into a new
field, the price of a synthetic turf surface
was too expensive and even Bermuda grass
seemed a little out of their price range. But
the recent downturn in the economy has
lowered the price of installing new grass
from $36,000 to the current $27,000 that
Helmick expects it to cost.

That includes $10,000 for a new, profes-
sional maintenance team to come in and
oversee the fertilization during the initial
growing period this summer. Helmick said
the plan is once the spring sports season
finishes, crews will come in and start level-
ing off low spots, with grass beginning to
grow within 30 days.

He expects everything to be ready by the
time the West Potomac football team hits

the field for its home opener, the battle for
Richmond Highway supremacy against
Mount Vernon on Sept. 3.

It will be a welcome sight for Swinson,
who is still officially a county employee
collecting his stipend. He estimates spend-
ing about 20 hours a week since that spring
of 2006 working the West Potomac field.

At one point, he and the other volunteers
had it all added up and realized the man-
hours all of them had put in reached the
thousands.

“It’s really been a long process,” he said.
“I kind of lit the fire, but it involved so many
people going above and beyond what a par-
ent volunteer ordinarily does.”
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Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

With an offer this good there are

NO EXCUSES!NO EXCUSES!
Start Now & Save!

Monthly dues as low as
Start Now & Save!

Monthly dues as low as

$19.95*$19.95*

*$99 Prcessing
fee applies.

New Fitness Members Only.
Restrictions Apply.

Please see membership
advisor for more details.

Offer ends
March 31st, 2009

Sports

Private Schools Tee Off
Weather may be cold,
but golf season is
already heating up.

Episcopal’s Adam Stowe tied for
sixth in the 2008 IAC champion-
ship, and the junior will play
number one this season.

Senior Joe Curley will lead the St.
Stephen’s and St. Agnes golf team
in the 2009 season.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
M

i
c
h
a
e
l
 
K

. 
B
o

h
n

By Michael K. Bohn

Special to the Gazette

D
espite iffy early spring weather,
golf season is in full swing at
local private high schools.
Arlington’s Bishop O’Connell

and three Alexandria schools — Episcopal,
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes, and Bishop
Ireton — held tryouts in early March and
immediately began dual match play.
O’Connell and Ireton play in the Washing-
ton Catholic Athletic Conference (WCAC),
while Episcopal and SS&SA belong to the
Interstate Athletic Conference (IAC).

Conference coaches expect either Fairfax’s
Paul VI or DeMatha to win the WCAC and
Georgetown Prep to take the IAC crown.

Bishop Ireton: First year coach Pete
Davey will count on two seniors to pace his
team — John Atiliis and Andrew Hirsh. Jun-
ior Steve Porter and sophomore Matt
Barnwell will also contribute. Ireton failed
to advance to the WCAC second round in
2008, but Davey hopes for a better finish
this year. “We are aiming to be in the upper

half of the league, and expect a good show-
ing.” The Cardinals are 0-2 in dual matches
so far this season.

Episcopal: Golfers attending this small
boarding school lack the chance to practice
at their home clubs before the season. Coach
Whit Morgan tries to schedule early season
practice to compensate, but variable March
weather complicates his task. Morgan ex-
pects junior Adam Stowe to play number
one, with sophomore Bailey Patrick com-
peting for the second spot. Senior Hill
DuBose will add depth. “We have been stuck
in third place in the IAC for the past two
years,” Morgan said. “But it will be difficult
to unseat either Prep or Landon.” As of
March 24, Episcopal had played only one
match. They lost to powerful Paul VI, 0-9.

St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes: “We’ll
compete,” coach Jerry Howell promises.
“Senior Joe Curley and junior Holt
Mountcastle are my two best players, and
sophomore David Budway will help.” SSSAS
finished fifth in the IAC last year, and Curley
tied for 11th in the tournament’s individual
competition. SSSAS has played only one
match through the third week of March,
losing a close one to Good Counsel at Belle
Haven.

Bishop O’Connell: Four of the team’s
top six players are returning from last year’s
squad. Seniors Chris Ceconi, John
Malanchuk, and Nick Guerere will lead the

team. Malanchuk tied for fifth in the 2008
WCAC individual competition. Ceconi
posted five top-ten finishes over the winter
on the Plantations Junior Golf Tour and
should hit the fairways running. So far this
year, the Knights have lost to three of the
area’s perennial powerhouses—Landon,
Gonzaga, and DeMatha, but scored their
first win over Ireton on March 24.

All four schools have posted their golf
schedules on their Web sites. Click on Ath-
letics and select the golf team page.

The first round of the WCAC tournament
starts April 28 at Springfield Golf and Coun-
try Club, with round two the following week
on May 5. The IAC will hold its one-day
championship on April 28 at Shenandoah
Valley Golf Club in Front Royal.
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Westminster Presbyterian Alexandria.
Hear the Austin College Choir. Free.
Visit www.wpc-alex.org for more.

Book and Art Sale. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at
Mount Vernon Unitarian Church,
1909 Windmill Lane. Browse books,
puzzles and more. Free. Visit
www.mvuc.org or 703-765-5950.

Performance. 8 p.m. at Fairlington
United Methodist Church, 3900 King
St. Hear music by the Alexandria
Choral Society. $20/adult; $10/
senior and student. Visit
www.alexchoralsociety.org for more.

Foodways Lecture. 11 a.m. at
Alexandria Black History Museum,
902 Wythe St. Michael Twitty will
explore the preparation of foods of

enslaved Virginians. Reservations
required, 703-838-4356. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org.

Auction. 7:30 p.m. at Emmanuel
Episcopal Church, 1608 Russell Road.
Charles Barrett Elementary School
PTA. $15/person advance; $20/
person door. 703-549-5533.

Gala. “Generation to Generation” gala
at Hilton Alexandria Mark Center,
recognizes families that have served
Alexandria through businesses, faith
communities and more. 703-836-
4414 ext. 14 to attend.

Music Performance. Austin College
Choir Concert at 7:30 p.m. Austin
College’s outstanding A Cappella
Choir will present a concert of a
variety choral music. Westminster

Presbyterian Alexandria, www.wpc-
alex.org.

Run Vs. Row Reunion. 8:30 a.m. at
Dee Campbell Boathouse, 1 Madison
St. Take an easy 5k fun run/walk and
watch T.C. Williams high school
rowers compete in a regatta.
Suggested donation $20. Visit
www.tcwcrew.org for more.

Rock the Recession. 7:30 p.m. at
Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 1608
Russell Road. Charles Barrett
Elementary School PTA will hold a
live and silent auction. $15/person
advance or $20/person door. 703-
549-5533.

SUNDAY/MARCH 29
 Performance. 2 p.m. at Schlesinger

Concert Hall, 3001 N. Beauregard St.
Hear music by the Marine Band. Visit
www.schlesingercenter.com or 703-
845-6156.

Meet the Author. 2 p.m. at Sherwood
Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane.
Solveig Eggerz discusses “Seal
Woman.” Free. Registration required,
703-765-3645.

Bach Vespers. 6 p.m. at Westminster
Presbyterian Alexandria. Features
music of Bach, hymns and more. Visit
www.wpc-alex.org for more. Free.

Reception. 1 p.m. meet the artists of
“Artistic Duo” through March 29 at
Green Spring Gardens. Features art
by Carolyn Grosse Gawarecki and
photographs by Stephen Gawarecki.
Free. Visit www.greenspring.org or
703-642-5173.

Celebration. Enjoy scripture, music
and more at 4:30 p.m. at First A.M.E.
Church of Alexandria, 8653
Richmond Highway. Free, donations
accepted. Visit
www.famealexandria.org or 703-780-
0653.

Craft Fair. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at Queen of
Apostles Catholic School, 4409 Sano
St. Enjoy a plant sale, bake sale and
more. Free.

MONDAY/MARCH 30
 Closing Reception. 6-7:30 p.m., the

Springfield Art Guild will showcase
art at River Farm, 7931 E. Boulevard
Drive through March 30. Free.
Features art of a botanical nature.
Free. 703-644-6677.

Tavern Toddlers. 10:30 a.m.-noon at
Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 N. Royal St.
Toddlers up to 36 months can enjoy
games and more. $7/group of three,
one adult and 2 children; $3/
additional person. 703-838-4242.

Yoga for Gardeners. 9:30 a.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Features the Vinyasa
method. $66/six-class session. To
register, 703-642-5173.

Family Story Time. 2 p.m. at Green
Spring Garden, 4603 Green Spring
Road. All ages can enjoy activities.
Free. 703-642-5173.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 1
 Blacksmith Shop Opening. 11 a.m.

at Mount Vernon Estate, see a
working blacksmith shop. Watch
them shoe a horse and create iron
nails and hooks. Included in estate
admission $15/adult; $7/child.
Visit.MountVernon.org or 703-780-
2000.

FRIDAY/APRIL 3
 Musical. 7 p.m. at Convergence, A

Creative Community of Faith, 1801
N. Quaker Lane. Watch “The Gospel
of Mary.” Donation of $10. Visit
www.convergenceccf.net or 703-461-
6785.

SATURDAY/APRIL 4
 Musical. 7 p.m. at Convergence, 1801

N. Quaker Lane. Watch “The Gospel
of Mary.” Suggested donation of $10.
Visit www.convergenceccf.net or
703-461-6785.

From Page 17

Calendar
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com,Realtors®

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

Alex./Del Ray $499,000
Beautiful 1920’s Del Ray Arts & Crafts bungalow w/2 bedrms, wide &
inviting front porch, mission-style windows & 2-panel doors. Spacious attic
has natural light for potential expansion as well as unfinished LL & off-
street parking. 200 East Raymond Avenue

Bobi Bomar  703-927-2213

Alexandria $1,799,000
One-of-a-kind in Fords Landing. Arthur Cotton Moore
home w/over 3,200 SF of luxurious in-town living. Perfect
for entertaining or leisurely living w/2 rooftop terraces &
patio. 700 South Union Street

Christine Garner  703-587-4855

Arlington $1,499,000
New 3 level, 5 bedrm, 5.5 bath Arts & Crafts home on
10,000 SF level lot! Open floor plan is ideal for entertaining
or casual living! Convenient to shopping, restaurants, &
D.C. 3118 Kensington Street

Christine Garner  703-587-4855

Alexandria $299,000
Fantastic  2 bedrm, 2 bath unit on 1st floor. Kitchen w/wood
cabinets, gas cooking, eat-in space & pass-thru to dining rm. Doors
to balcony off kitchen & dining rm. Spacious luxury master suite
w/soaking tub & separate shower. Freshly painted & new carpet.

5908 Founders Hill Drive #102
Julie Hall  703-786-3634

Alexandria $599,900
Stunning townhome overlooking pool. Open floor plan w/3
bedrms & 2.5 baths. Family rm off kitchen w/French doors deck
backing to woods & pond. Master suite w/2 walk-in closets. LL
rec rm w/gas fireplace and walk-out to LL deck.

5639 Governors Pond Circle
Bob Bazzle  703-599-8964

Alex./Old Town
Mid-April brings this brick 1 bedrm + 2 bath home
w/parking. Rear addition expands the space. Heart
of Old Town.

Diann Hicks  703-628-2440

Alexandria $759,000
Beautiful spacious 4 bedrm, 3.5 bath end unit TH
w/hardwd floors, 2 fireplaces, gourmet kitchen w/2nd
kitchen in finished LL. 10 years young w/2-car garage.

6250 Kingfisher Lane
Fred Smith  571-215-3733

Alexandria $700,000
Brick Colonial on 1/3 acre w/garage, 5 bedrms & 3.5
baths. Large rms, French doors to deck, country kitchen
w/SS appliances & ceramic tile. Newly remodeled baths.

919 Kemper Street
Mary Smith  703-626-9207

Alexandria $524,900
All-brick single family home w/4 bedrms & 2 baths, attic
storage space, 4 built-out levels, wood-burning
fireplace, & updated kitchen. Huge fenced landscaped
back yard. 1603 Rollins Drive

Hal Sadler  703-677-7515

Alexandria
Charming TH
backing to deep
woods w/3 bedrms,
2,5 baths, updated
kitchen w/Silestone
countertops & SS
appliances. Hardwd
floors, 3-level
bump-out & 2-car
garage. Just blocks
from Metro.
www.bobazzle.com

5638 Governors
Pond Circle
Bob Bazzle

703-599-8964

Alex/Fairlington
$360,000

Convenient & affordable!
Lovely 3 bedrm, 1.5 bath

TH freshly painted &
ready to move into.
Private fenced brick
patio just perfect for
outdoor dining. Attic
w/pull down steps for

storage. Located around
the corner from
Bradlee Center.

3717 Ingalls Avenue

Christine Garner
703-587-4855

Alexandria
$355,000

Location & afford-
ability! Great 2 bedrm,
1.5 bath TH in
Fairlington Towne.
Open floor plan
w/spacious living rm,
airy kitchen &
appointed dining rm.
Oversized master &
attic w/drop down
stairs for storage.
Wonderful fenced
deck perfect for the
coming spring.
3813 Ingalls Avenue
Jennifir Bobsein

703-835-1256
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